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From the Editorial on page three to the Contemporary 
Scene on page sixteen the Christian faith is brought to bear 
upon the harsh realities of our times—war, racism, famine, 
refugees, and arson. 
The backdrop of the stage on which the drama of the 
Christian faith is played out is not a pleasant one. There is 
hatred and suffering and violence that staggers the mind. 
What is the Christian's role and the church's role in face of 
these overwhelming evils in our world? 
In the Editorial we raise the problem which faces a 
Christian who takes his citizenship in two worlds seriously. 
This of course is also in the background as Dr. Augsburger 
deals with the Christian and War. 
The title of Dr. Sider's article will rock you a bit. It is 
intended to. But do not let it turn you off. The article is 
strongly biblical (The writer is not soft on adultery. He is 
just realistic about racism). 
The tragedy of East Pakistan illustrates the complexity 
of the causes of suffering. The dual role of a Christian as ? 
Christian and a citizen comes into focus. Is there anything 
more we can do than give of our means, pray, and shake 
our heads? 
The Pulpit and Pew page calls for us to take another 
look at our measure of church success and the article on 
Sunday School Teachers should get us out of the rut. 
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OVERKILL! 
The statistics are almost beyond the mental comprehen-
sion of most of us. According to the Intelligence Digest, the 
world is spending not less than $300,000 a minute on 
armaments. It has been figured out that the present 
stockpile of nuclear warheads is large enough to destroy the 
3,500,000,000 people of the world 50,000 times over! 
Seventeen countries, says the Digest, are producing enough 
plutonium to make nuclear weapons. By 1975 both India 
and Pakistan are expected to join the "blub." 
A year ago the United States began a ten-billion-dollar 
network that would take five years to build. It features 500 
MIRV-Minutemen III, each one able to destroy three 
separate cities simultaneously. The Intelligence Digest says 
their accuracy is within yards. The missiles contain the 
equivalent of a quarter-of-a-million tons of TNT apiece. At 
the end of the five years the U.S. will also have 30 
submarines, each with 16 Poseidon missiles containing a 
dozen warheads each. 
-Quoted by Norman Rohrer 
in an E.P.A. release. 
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Editorial 
Caesar and God 
The Scriptures are not silent in regards to the state and 
its role under God. Nor is the Bible silent on the relation of 
the Christian to the state. From the teachings of Christ and 
the actions and writing of the Apostles it is possible to 
make some observations. 
The state (government) is recognized as a part of God's 
domain and within His purpose. Governments with their 
rulers are ordained for the well ordering of society (Romans 
13:1-4). 
As a citizen of the state one is to be subject to those in 
authority and is to honor and respect the office and "pay 
all of them their dues," including taxes. (Romans 13:1,5-7; 
I Peter 2:13-17). 
A Christian has become a citizen of a new kingdom—the 
kingdom of God—brought into being with the coming of 
Christ. As a member of this kingdom he owes supreme 
allegiance and obedience to its ruler. The standard for this 
obedience is the teachings of Christ and the Apostles 
(Ephesians 2:17-19). 
Membership in the family of God and citizenship in the 
kingdom of God does not negate citizenship in the state. 
Paul recognized his Roman citizenship and on several 
occasions used the prerogatives of this citizenship (Acts 
16:37; 22:35). This results in a dual citizenship. Thus, there 
are demands from these two kingdoms. Christ stated that 
the're were certain things to which the state (Caesar) was 
entitled and certain things to which God had His claim. 
(Matthew 22:21). 
When the demands of the state are in conflict with 
obedience to God the Christian is called to choose 
obedience to God rather than the state (Acts 4:19). An 
even more dramatic basis for this position is the example of 
the host of Christian martyrs—including the Apostles—who 
by their martyrdom attested to the principle that the 
Christian must obey God rather than the state. 
The state is seen as both the ally of the church and the 
enemy. It is an ally in the sense that it provides a setting 
which permits citizens, including Christians, to move freely 
in society and protects them from violent opposition (Acts 
19:35-41; 21:30-36). The state becomes the enemy in 
demanding supreme or equal allegiance and in having and 
using the power to enforce this demand. Although there are 
hints of this in the Epistles (I Peter 4:12-19), this attitude 
of the state did not take real form until after the New 
Testament writings. 
Application 
The stating of these principles or observations is easier 
than their application. The interpretation and application 
has varied from a willing acquiesence to the demands of the 
state to« a refusal to recognize any rights by the state over 
the life and conduct of a believer. It, as well, has varied 
from those who would use the state as an instrument for 
the enforcing of Christian practices (Calvin's Geneva) to as 
complete a withdrawal from the state as possible (Hutter-
ites). 
A modern phenomenon, unknown to the early church, 
has a bearing upon the application of these observations. 
This has been the development of the democratic concept 
of government. In a democracy the rulers of state come to 
their position and remain by the will of the people. This 
stands in contrast to the historical pattern when those 
positions were held on the basis of heredity or strong armed 
methods. 
Even though one can become a bit cynical as he speaks 
of the realities of a democracy it is still true that the 
citizenry has power and responsibility in government that 
was neither known nor anticipated in the days of the 
Apostles. Nor does it require logical sleight-of-hand to 
assume that the accountability that God demands of 
nations and rulers will to a great extent in a democracy rest 
with the citizenry. 
The oft quoted statement of Jesus "Render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar's and to God the things that are 
God's" has been used to support opposing positions. 
Sometimes God comes out on the short end. Sometimes 
Caesar. Most of the time both. 
Responsibility 
.If we apply this principle stated by Jesus to the 
Christian's relation to the state, where do we come out? 
As citizens in a democracy, sharing both the benefits and 
suffering the shortcomings, we also share the responsibil-
ities. It ill-behooves us to decry the conditions of the public 
schools, the moral deterioration of a community, the lack 
of justice and integrity if we stand aloof from those basic 
responsibilities of a citizen. If Christian parents take their 
children out of the local public schools, Christian teachers 
refuse to teach in them, and Christians refuse to serve on 
the school boards it is not difficult to understand why our 
schools become moral wastelands. to back page 
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Myron S. Augsburger 
What is our approach as Christians to 
war? 
First, the basic premise of the early 
church was that Christians cannot kill 
men for whom Christ died. Christ has 
come into the world to redeem all men. 
We cannot rob another person of the 
privilege of knowing the fullness of life. 
Our approach to nonresistance is not 
negative, but positive. This is an active 
penetration into society with the re-
deeming love of Jesus Christ. When 
Jesus described the first and second 
commandments, He asked that we relate 
to our neighbor that which we find 
most important in our own relationship 
with Him. According to historians, the 
basic argument of the early church 
against war was that we cannot take the 
life of a person God purposes to re-
deem. Our job is to bring the meaning 
of Christian grace and brotherhood into 
his life. 
For 2,000 years since Christ, in 
rejection of His love, men have turned 
to force. Now, in the modern world, 
God has let man discover atomic energy. 
It is as though He were saying, "You 
have put your faith in force and so I will 
let you see into the heart of an atom. I 
will let you see that the only end to this 
course is destruction. They that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword." 
On the other hand, wherever Jesus 
Christ has been taken seriously, men 
have literally beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks. One of the large church move-
ments in Africa, without knowing of a 
450-year-old peace church like ours, 
adopted the way of peace and nonvi-
olence through simple study of the New 
Testament. We cannot charge the sins of 
society to the state when the Christian 
This article is a portion of an address given by 
the writer to the student body of Eastern 
Mennonite College which he serves as the 
president. 
church has failed to achieve world com-
munity as a brotherhood. 
Second, we regard Christ's word as 
final in the Scriptures. Having said that 
the New Testament is a culmination of 
God's will, it follows that Christ's word 
is final. He reversed the old eye-for-an-
eye, tooth-for-a-tooth attitude. We 
should love our enemies. 
Will this work in our society? Christ 
said that we do not have to live—we can 
die. The ultimate expression of this was 
the cross itself. In dying one may enrich 
the world more than by living. Of 
course, Christians will suffer. But how 
will we suffer—from that which is im-
posed by war (as though this will bring 
an end to war) or that which comes by 
love? 
The redemptive kind of suffering 
comes by love. History has proved that 
warlike nations invariably perish. When 
men take the course of violence, they 
suffer the consequences of violence and 
internal breakdown in relationships. 
This is obvious in the image that 
America is creating in the world today. 
We are no longer looked upon as a 
friendly, gracious, neighborly people. 
We are seen in terms of power, using 
force to answer the world's problems. 
The third point is that we regard 
membership in the kingdom of Christ as 
our primary loyalty. This kingdom 
membership is more basic in our inter-
pretation of the New Testament than is 
talking about love. Jesus came to intro-
duce another kingdom. Its spirit is one 
of love, but its platform of operation is 
loyalty to the Lord. The way of peace is 
first of all obedience to Jesus Christ. 
Love follows as something one does, not 
just something he feels. 
This promise underscores the fact 
that we answer first to Jesus Christ and 
His mandate alone. This is true with 
respect to any given culture or nation in 
which a Christian finds himself. But the 
Christian will seek to be a good citizen. 
In fact, he ought to be one of the best 
citizens, with the awareness that he can 
make many valid contributions to his 
nation as he gives himself to serve in a 
positive way. 
The Anabaptists saw membership in 
the kingdom of Christ as primary. They 
asked, "How can I as a Christian take 
the life of another Christian while both 
of us claim to belong to the same Master 
and to be brothers in Christ?" One of 
the greatest Christian arguments for 
peace is the universal nature of the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. A Christian of 
one country cannot take the life of a 
Christian of another country and still 
claim to be obeying the Lord of both. 
He serves his nation under Jesus Christ, 
not equal to or above Him. 
In Romans 13 we are enjoined to 
respect the powers, to obey them, to be 
law-abiding citizens, and to support the 
best in our nation. But this is not stated 
without a basic qualification. Many 
Christians overlook the qualifying 
element and act as though this is an 
injunction of God to simply do what-
ever the powers tell us to do. Nowhere 
does the New Testament release us from 
the responsibility of making decisions 
that are consistent with the will of 
Christ. 
Evangelicals have been quite free in 
saying that when it comes to missions 
and evangelism, we ought to obey God 
rather than man. When it comes to 
Christian ethics, we must do the same. 
In Romans 13, Paul wrote, "The powers 
that be are ordained of God." He meant 
that they are not the highest power but 
function below God. The question of 
committing oneself in ultimate loyalty 
to Christ means that the Christian can 
do no less than to act as the conscience 
of the society that is beneath the level 
of His will. As members of the kingdom 
of heaven, obedience to Christ is the 
basic aspect of our approach to the 
question of war. 
Fourth, we believe love to be the 
basis of Christian relationship to others. 
As Christians, this means that we must 
find the way to building bridges of 
understanding. We must ask abou,t Viet-
nam, "What have we done to demon-
strate that we can be brother to the 
Vietnamese? What have we done to 
cultivate understanding? What can we 
do in this area?" The problem that we 
face is to discern what the course of 
love is, how one can express that love. 
Certainly, this is not simply by talking 
about the problem. 
Compassion must become a part of 
our whole philosophy of life. Our 
choice of vocation, our involvements, 
and our service must be an expression of 
the love of Christ. What should be done 
in Vietnam, Jordan, Israel, Egypt, 
Nigeria, or South America? What can we 
do now instead of waiting until the 
Evangelical Visitor 
catastrophe is upon us? If we wait, what 
we do will be shaped by what is already 
wrong. 
Finally, as Christians we must behave 
in accordance with our belief in the 
sanctity of human life. Every life is of 
infinite worth. We treat every person as 
an end in himself and not as a means to 
an end. We are opposed to any kind of 
revolutionary tactics which sacrifice per-
sons for the sake of some goal. We must 
also avoid the deterioration that hap-
pens to any peoples who take the course 
of violence as an answer to the world's 
ills. We cannot justly be involved in 
anything that interrupts man's opportu-
nities for a full life, be it social injustice, 
violence, warfare, or poverty. 
Most discussions on church-state rela-
tionships draw the lines vertically. They 
place the state on one hand and the 
church on the other, saying that both 
alike serve God. But the church operates 
on a higher level, on a level above the 
state. We respect those operating at 
another level, but we seek to share with 
them the truth of what it means to take 
Jesus Christ seriously. 
The state is responsible, according to 
the New Testament, to protect the 
innocent and punish the evil. The Chris-
tian is not against law and order, but he 
knows that law does not create order. 
This means that Christian faith, prin-
ciples, and ideals contribute more to 
society than the forces that seek to 
correct problems in a non-preventive 
way. 
The New Testament calls the church 
to be the church. It asks us to give 
ourselves first to prayer for rulers and 
those in authority. Second, we are to 
give ourselves in sacrificial living and 
witnessing as an extension of the mean-
ing of love known in the cross of Christ. 
We are to do what no other agency in 
society can do—be ambassadors for 
Jesus Christ. 
Is Racism as Sinful as Adultery? 
Ron Sider 
Do you think voting for a racist is 
just as sinful as seducing your neighbor's 
wife? I do, and here's why. 
We frequently restrict ethics to mat-
ters of personal morality and ignore 
social ethics. A recent study of over 
1500 ministers (Psychology Today, 
April, 1970, pp. 38ff) shows that the 
theologically conservative speak out on 
personal sins (e.g. drugs, liquor, and 
sexual misconduct). But they fail to 
preach about the social sins of racism, 
poverty and militarism. And yet racist 
laws, unjust economic structures and 
militaristic institutions destroy people 
just as much as do alchohol and drugs. 
There is an important difference be-
tween sins which involve only a few 
persons directly (e.g. lying, adultery) 
and evil social institutions and bad 
economic structures which harm thou-
sands and millions of people. Slavery is 
an example of institutionalized or social 
evil. So is the Victorian factory system 
where ten year old children worked 
twelve to sixteen hours a day. In the 
twentieth century—although not in the 
nineteenth—evangelicals have been more 
concerned with personal sins than with 
social evils. 
The Bible however condemns both 
personal and social evil. Speaking 
through His prophet Amos, the Lord 
declared: "For three transgressions of 
Israel and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment: because they sell 
the . . . needy for a pair of shoes. . . and 
trample the head of the poor into the 
dust of the earth and turn aside the way 
of the afflicted; a man and his father go 
The writer, who serves as Director of the 
Philadelphia Campus of Messiah College, is 
active in ministry in the community in which 
the "campus"is located. 
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in to the same maiden so that my holy 
name is profaned" (Amos 2:6-7). In one 
breath God condemns both adultery 
and mistreatment of the poor. Sexual 
sins and great economic inequality are 
equally displeasing to God. Isaiah 
5:8-12 teaches the same point. In this 
passage God condemns both the 
wealthy who amass large landholdings at 
the expense of the poor and also those 
who have fallen into drunkenness. Mis-
treatment of the poor and drunkenness 
are equally abominable to a just God. 
Some young activists suppose that as 
long as they are fighting for the rights of 
minorities and opposing the war, they 
are morally righteous regardless of how 
often they sleep with a girl in the 
movement. Their elders, on the other 
hand, suppose that because they do not 
smoke, drink and dance, they are moral-
ly upright even though they live in 
segregated communities and own stock 
in companies with large operations in 
South Africa. God, however, has shown 
in His revelation that personal and social 
ethics are equally important. That is 
why I think living in a community or 
working at a job where black Americans 
or Jewish Americans are excluded, and 
doing nothing about it, is just as great a 
sin as robbing a bank. Or voting for a 
racist is just as sinful as sleeping with 
your neighbor's wife. 
God reveals His displeasure at evil 
institutions very clearly in Amos 
5:10-15. In order to understand this 
passage, it is important to know that 
Israel's court sessions were held at the 
city gate. "They hate him who reproves 
in the gate [in the court] . . . I know 
how many are your transgressions and 
how great are your sins—you who 
. . . take a bribe and turn aside the 
needy in the gate . . . Hate evil and love 
good and establish justice in the gate." 
"Let justice roll down like waters" is no 
abstract verbalization. The prophet 
means justice in the legal system. He 
means: get rid of the corrupt legal 
system that allows the wealthy to buy 
their way out of trouble but gives the 
poor long prison terms. God cares about 
evil economic systems and corrupt 
courts—precisely because they destroy 
people by the hundreds and thousands. 
There is another aspect of social, 
institutionalized evil which makes it 
especially pernicious. Social evil is so 
subtle that one can be involved without 
hardly realizing it. Listen to these in-
credibly harsh words denouncing the 
cultured, kind upper class ladies of 
Amos' day: "Hear this word, you cows 
of Bashan,. . . [you] who oppress the 
poor, who crush the needy, who say to 
[your] husbands, 'Bring that we may 
drink!' The Lord God has sworn by his 
holiness that behold the days are com-
ing upon you when they shall take you 
away with hooks, even the last of you 
with fishhooks" (Amos 4:1-2). The 
ladies involved probably had no contact 
with the impoverished peasants. They 
never realized clearly that their gorgeous 
clothes and spirited parties were pos-
sible only because of the sweat and tears 
of toiling peasants. In fact, they were 
probably often kind to individual peas-
ants they met. However God called 
these privileged ladies cows because 
they profited from social evil. Hence 
they were personally and individually 
guilty before God. 
If one is a member of a privileged 
class that profits from social evil and if 
one does nothing to try to change 
things, one stands guilty before God. 
to page six 
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What does that say about all of us who 
profit from the fact that millions of 
poor whites and blacks work at very low 
wages in the economic underworld of 
our big cities and in the fields where 
migrant workers pick our fruit and 
vegetables? What does that say about 
Americans and Canadians, all of whom 
benefit from the fact that the Indians 
have been cheated four hundred times? 
Thank God our situation is not hopeless 
however. We can repent and start chang-
ing things. But if we suppose that we are 
not guilty just because we smile at all 
the blacks, Indians and poor people we 
meet, we are kidding ourselves. Social 
evil is just as sinful as personal evil. And 
it hurts more people and is more subtle. 
Roxbury Grows and Goes 
Simon Lehman, Jr. 
"Thousands of good ideas and great 
truths are lost every year-just because 
we forget." This quote is from the 
ROXBURY RIPPLE, a daily news sheet 
edited by H. A. Ginder and B. E. Urey 
and made available each day to the 
camp group. 
The Director, Bishop C. B. Byers, 
brought the Key Note Address. He had 
a note of optimism and hope when he 
said that no person, congregation or 
campmeeting will be turned off who 
hears what the Holy Spirit says. Other 
key speakers for the Camp were: Dr. 
Wingrove Taylor of Barbados, W.I.; Dr. 
O. D. Emory, Executive Director of the 
Christian Holiness Ass'n., and Rev. L. L. 
Keefer of Rhodesia, Africa. 
Teen Camp "Where the Action Is" was 
directed by Eugene Heidler. Rev. Walter 
Ortmann was the key speaker with the 
theme, "Emptied-Filled-Overflowing." 
One of the highlights of teen camp came 
when forty-three young people under 
the direction of Rev. Ortmann went to 
the streets and homes of Chambersburg, 
Pa., and did personal witnessing. A 
number of conversions resulted with 
some attending the camp meeting. 
The finances raised during camp were 
the results of miracle giving. More than 
$6,000 was raised for Missions. Missions 
is a real part of our Camp. Our evan-
gelist, Luke L. Keefer, is stationed at 
Ekuphileni Bible Institute near Bul-
awayo, Rhodesia. The Missionary Orien-
tation class was taught daily under the 
direction of J. Earl Musser. The Sun-
beam Project, playground equipment 
for migrant workers in Oregon, netted 
$726.65. 
Large crowds continue to pour into the 
camp. All three camps overflowed dur-
ing the weekends. There were many 
campers, tents, and trailers. All available 
lodging was used. We will need to 
expand our facilities for families. The 
camp grounds are in constant use from 
June to September. The Camp hosted 
the General Conference of the Brethren 
In Christ Church in July. 
Plan now to attend the 1972 Camp 
Meeting, Aug. 2-13. Bishop Roy Sider 
will serve as evangelist. 
The following quotes came from our 
camp speakers: 
"There are no HANG-UPS in the 
grace of God."—Byers 
"I expect conviction, not to ride me 
to gloom, but, to stir me to victory." 
—Keefer 
"New light is delight."-Ginder 
"Some people have given up illustra-
tion without recognizing principle, and 
so have neither illustration nor prin-
ciple."—Taylor 
"Any bush will burn when God is in 
it."—E. Lehman 
"Let us not become so involved in 
the events surrounding the Lord's Com-
ing that we miss the actual happening." 
—Bowers 
"American youth are restless, rich, 
rebellious and redeemable."—Ortmann 
"The harvest field is not in the 
sanctuary."—Heisey 
"The Church is to be the movement 
of God in the world today."—Emory 
"If I have no battles, I have no 
victory; / If I have no victory, I have no 
blessing; / If I have no blessing, 
I'm dead."—Testimony of C. Thompson 
"Without the crisis there is no prog-
ress and without discipline there is no 
maturation."-Urey 
MESSIAH COLLEGE 
Retreat Confronts Faculty 
With*Social Issues 
The Messiah College faculty returned 
from their two-day session on the Phila-
delphia campus, August 30 and 31, with 
renewed commitment to their assign-
ments in the program of Christian 
higher education. But in the broader 
perspective, they also saw, perhaps as 
never before, how those assignments 
bear upon the pressing social issues of 
our time. 
The sin of racial discrimination and 
its consequences were forcibly outlined 
in lectures by Rev. James Woodruff, 
Rev. J. Jerome Cooper, and Rev. Tom 
Skinner. In group discussions, these 
issue's were probed for their meaning to 
the Messiah College community of fac-
ulty and students. Although appropriate 
proposals for action were not easy to 
come by, the faculty avoided simplistic 
solutions, and the consensus was clear: 
positive action is required which will 
call for courageous commitment to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit in confronting 
deep-seated patterns of life and thought. 
In other sessions the faculty exam-
ined the philosophy of the chapel pro-
gram, the significant role of the Chris-
tian teacher, and the counselling pro-
gram. In an unscheduled session, they 
reviewed the development of the Messi-
ah College campus in Philadelphia, its 
relationship to the Grantham campus, 
and the prospect for future growth. 
Two students, Beth Heisey and John 
Fries, spoke appreciatively of their ex-
periences in Philadelphia. 
Early in the school year, the faculty 
will be considering proposals for the 
second annual Intersession, January 
5-14, 1972. Dr. Myron Augsburger, 
president of Eastern Mennonite College, 
will be keynote speaker for that series 
of all-student and faculty sessions on 
the subject, "Conflict and Reconcilia-
tion." 
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE 
The Antrim Church conducted a 
baptismal service August 15 for six. An 
outdoor service was held at the Dr. 
James Teeter's residence, Waynesboro, 
Pa., in connection with the baptisms. 
The new pastor of the Grantham 
Church, Dr. Robert Ives, was installed 
Sunday evening, September 5. Dr. Ives 
preached his first sermon for the con-
gregation on the morning of the 5th. 
Rev. and Mrs. Jacob Shenk brought 
messages both morning and evening, 
August 29, to the Waynesboro congrega-
tion. Pictures of the work in Rhodesia 
were shown at the evening service. The 
Shenks were special guests of the Berean 
Bible Class at a noon luncheon with 
Pastor Virgil Books and family joining. 
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 
August 8 was Layman's Day at the 
Hummelstown Church with Dr. Vernon 
Philips, Camp Hill, Pa., as speaker. Dr. 
Philips, who lost his 23 year old son 
through drugs, gave a moving testimony. 
On August 22 the Manor Church 
held a baptismal service for nine and on 
September 1 Eldon Sheffer and wife 
were welcomed into the Manor fellow-
ship as co-workers for the year. 
On August 29 the Refton congrega-
tion broke ground for a new church. 
Rev. Lane Hostetter, whose father, C. 
N. Hostetter, Jr., formerly pastored the 
church, was the guest speaker. 
The Silverdale congregation surprised 
their pastor and wife, Rev. and Mrs. 
Fred Geib, with a wedding anniversary 
shower on August 28. Approximately 
fifty persons were in attendance. 
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Evangelical Visiter 
that during and after the Civil War when 
racism split many churches. 
He did forecast, however, that unless 
something happens to change the trend, 
a better relationship between the 
Lutheran and Catholic churches would 
continue. 
Pennsylvania Senate OKs Non-
Public School Aid 
The Pennsylvania State Senate has 
passed a bill granting financial aid to 
parents who send their children to 
non-public schools. From here it goes to 
Gov. Milton J. Shapp, despite claims 
that the measure was unconstitutional. 
The 36-12 vote in favor of the bill 
gives it a good chance of fulfilling its 
promise of $75 for each child sent to a 
non-public elementary school and up to 
$150 for each non-public high school 
student. 
City Dwellers Favor 
Taxing Churches 
A canvass by the Urban Observatory 
Program shows that sales tax is the most 
popular form of taxation and a majority 
of people would like to see church and 
private school property on the tax rolls. 
The survey, co-sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare, interviewed 4,300 people in 10 
cities. 
Crime Up 2'/2 Times 
During Sixties 
The 1970 uniform crime report 
issued by the FBI shows that incidents 
of serious crime are two and a half times 
greater than those reported at the start 
of the past decade. 
The increase in 1970 alone was 11 
per cent. 
A citizen's chances of being mur-
dered, robbed, raped, beaten or burglar-
ized were 1 in 36 last year. 
The odds in big cities were even 
greater-1 in 29. The risk fell to 1 in 54 
in smaller cities and to 1 in 107 in rural 
areas. 
Iowa Gives Amish a Year 
To Upgrade Schools 
The Iowa State Board of Public 
Instruction has again exempted all 
Amish children from state education 
standards for another year. 
Its action constitutes a reversal of a 
mid-July ruling by the board. It then 
held that the estimated 250 Amish 
children in 10 Amish-run rural schools 
in eastern Iowa must attend state-cer-
tified schools. 
Tiny Church Receives 
Guideposts Award 
The 13th annual Guideposts Mag-
azine Church award has gone to the 
Church of the Savior, Washington, D. C. 
The 25-year-old congregation, still 
small, demands exceptionally high spir-
itual commitment before and after 
admission to membership. 
Rev. Gordon Cosby is pastor of the 
church whose impressive range of activ-
ities includes finding homes for aban-
doned children, founding a poly-cultural 
college for training leaders in a one-
world community, and the organizing of 
one of the first Christian coffee houses 
in the nation. 
Celibacy and Anticlericalism Seen 
Threatening Catholic Latin Church 
Dropouts from the priesthood in the 
Roman Catholic church are a growing 
threat to the system in Latin America, 
according to a Brazilian bishop. < 
Citing celibacy, which is unnatural in 
Latin American culture, as a particular 
stumbling block, the bishop said that 
the Catholic Church must "multiply the 
number of priests, both celibate and 
married, or look forward to the collapse 
of the church in South America." 
The social revolution in Brazil, 
Greenway said, is having a tremendous 
effect on the Latin American priest-
hood. He said Protestants, with their 
married clergy—to Latins a far more 
honest and Christian approach—are 
enjoying great advantages. 
Enquirer Commences 
U.S. Publication 
A unique monthly news tabloid will 
commence U.S. publication shortly 
according to publisher-editor Ron Marr. 
Commencing initial publication 
November 1st 1970, The Enquirer has 
grown to be the largest circulation, 
advertising carrying, evangelical period-
ical in Canada. One hundred thousand 
copies of a special edition were recently 
distributed in that country. 
Initial distribution in the U.S. is to 
be of a special church edition designed 
to introduce the paper to at least two 
million Americans. Its release is planned 
for October. 
Trend Away From Unity Noted 
The half-century of movement 
among churches toward togetherness 
and amalgamation has shifted, according 
to the president of the Lutheran Church 
in America. 
One wonders if we are seeing a 
short-lived disruption or a trend toward 
diversity or splintering," continued Dr. 
Robert J. Marshall. 
The fragmentation that began in the 
1960s, he said, can be compared with 
Puritan Sex View Best, 
Pastor Suggests 
Couples with puritanical views about 
sex have happier marriages, according to 
a research project by a clergyman. 
The survey showed that fundamen-
talist Christians tend to have happier 
marriages than Catholics and liberal 
Protestants. 
The study of 208 couples in the Los 
Angeles area was conducted by the Rev. 
Allan G. Snider, an Assembly of God 
pastor. The report was submitted as a 
doctoral dissertation in sociology at the 
University of Southern California. 
Giving to Church Colleges 
Down in Last Academic Year 
Giving to the nation's private institu-
tions of higher education dropped in the 
1969-70 academic year for the first time 
in 12 years. 
A survey by the Council of Financial 
Aid to Education showed that voluntary 
support for 575 universities, colleges, 
and specialized schools dropped 8.6 per 
cent between 1968-69 and 1969-70. 
These were the institutions reporting in 
both years. 
Of this total, approximately 375 
listed themselves as "church related" 
and 20 said they were "church con-
trolled." 
Sounds Alarm at Exodus 
Of Clergy 
A Baptist chaplain says denomina-
tional leaders are alarmed at the rapid 
exodus of some of their best trained 
clergymen, with some estimates as high 
as 10,000 pastors and priests leaving 
churches of American denominations 
yearly. 
Vordery said that in the Southern 
Baptist Convention, the associations 
within the states can help meet the 
needs of the pastors in helping them 
grapple with the problems they face in 
the pastorate which cause them to 
consider resigning. 
Ancient Jewish Colony in 
India Dwindling 
When the synagogue in Cochin, India 
celebrated its 400th anniversary in 1968 
visitors included Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi and Jews from all around the 
world. 
Today there isn't even a rabbi at 
Cochin on the Malabar Coast where tens 
of thousands of white Jews called their 
home. 
Mass emigration to Israel has reduced 
the colony to about 80 souls. 
The Jews of Cochin came to India in 
AD 72, driven from Jerusalem by Ro-
man legions. 
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Legislative 
Bulletin: 
On August 3, in a crucial 200-192 
vote, the House of Representatives 
sustained an almost unprecedented 
recommendation of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee to suspend all mil-
itary, economic and other assistance to 
the government of Pakistan, including 
sales of military equipment and agri-
cultural commodities. The suspension 
is to be lifted when "the President 
reports to the Congress that the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan is cooperating 
fully in allowing the situation in East 
Pakistan to return to reasonable stabil-
ity and that refugees from East Pakis-
tan in India have been allowed to 
return to their homes and to reclaim 
their lands and properties." A crucial 
amendment (the Frazer amendment) 
was added later: "Nothing in this 
section shall apply to the provision of 
food and other humanitarian assist-
ance which is coordinated, distributed, 
and monitored under international 
auspices." 
Also included in the legislation 
passed by the House is authorization 
for $ 100 million for relief and rehabili-
tation of refugees from East Pakistan. 
At the time of writing this bulletin, 
it is expected that the Senate will 
support similar legislation, such as the 
bill introduced by Senators Saxbe 
(Ohio) and Church (Idaho) in amend-
ment No. 159 to S. 1657, the Foreign 
Assistance Act. The vote in the Senate 
is expected in September. 
Delton Franz, of the Mennonite 
Central Committee Peace Section, 
notes some of the difficult questions 
involved in withholding of non-mil-
itary aid. To what extent should the 
U. S. use its massive economic power 
to influence events in other countries? 
In this case there are many intertwined 
issues of self-determination and civil 
war; if the India-Pakistan conflict 
intensifies it could re-kindle an inter-
national war. The question of the 
impact of a food embargo on the 
people in East Pakistan is serious. How 
much can those outside the country 
interpret the basic feelings of those 
inside, especially if starvation grows? 
Franz points out the importance of 
the Frazer amendment about human-
itarian assistance, and says that it 
opens the way for a large scale inter-
national relief effort if the West Pak-
istan government authorities permit it. 
What Can You Do? 
1. Write your Senators, encourag-
ing support for the basic principles of 
the. Saxbe-Church amendment No. 
159, urging its inclusion in the Foreign 
Assistance Act ;/ a Fraser-type 
amendment is added (Sec. 108, Chp. 9 
of House bill) permitting food and 
humanitarian assistance to East Paki-
stan through international auspices. 
Urge your senators to increase the 
$100 million sum. This amounts to 
less than $20 per refugee. Chester 
Bowles estimates India's costs are run-
ning at $ 10 million a week. 
2. Encourage support for an 
amendment such as Senator Case's (S. 
Con. Res. 21) which would suspend all 
American military assistance and all 
licenses for military sales to Pakistan 
until the conflict is resolved and relief 
supplies are underway. (It is the con-
tinuance of shipments of military 
supplies previously licensed and al-
ready u/iderway to West Pakistan that 
must be halted). 
(Check with your local post office 
if you've forgotten the name and 
address of your Senator). 
East Pakistan... 
Human Traged 
No people in the world has suffered 
as much during the past ten months as 
the people of East Pakistan. One needs 
to go back thirty years to the 1943 
Bengal famine and the global horrors of 
World War II to find a comparable 
situation. There are more refugees from 
the turmoil in East Pakistan during the 
past five months than ten years of war 
in Vietnam generated. The seven million 
refugees at this moment in India from 
Pakistan are five times as many refugees 
as there are in the Middle East. These 
refugees may be only the tip of the 
iceberg. 
Homelessness is only one of the 
problems of East Pakistan. Tens of 
thousands of people have died during 
the recent months. These are in addition 
to one-half million who died last No-
vember as a result of the cyclone. 
To homelessness and death must be 
added disease and hunger. Cholera has 
moved through the refugee camps in 
epidemic proportions. Many East Pakis-
tanis are always belly hungry. India has 
little surplus food for such a mass of 
new residents. 
East Pakistan is a disaster of such 
proportions that rich, well-fed North 
Americans can barely begin to under-
stand its scope. John Wieler, who re-
cently visited India and East Pakistan 
for the Mennonite Central Committee, 
said that the conditions he saw "cause 
agony as gripping as I have known." "If 
The writer is Executive Secretary, MCC Peace 
Section. 
Brethren in Christ Doctor's Experience 
Dr. Henry Kreider and three staff members traveled 200 
miles to provide weekend relief for an overworked lady 
missionary doctor from Nepal at a refugee camp near the 
India-Pakistan border. He writes: "I got my first experience 
with cholera cases. The epidemic was partially controlled 
and we saw only about two dozen cases which we admitted 
for intravenous fluids. In the tin-covered little hospital, 
surrounded on four sides with canvas, there were seven beds 
made of bamboo. Sawdust and lime were beneath the beds 
to soak up the water from their evacuations (everything 
went through the bamboo bed). We had about 18 intra-
venous fluids going at once, for there were often two or 
three persons (often children) on a bed. We quickly found 
the Bengali equivalent for "stool," "urine," and "vomiting" 
and with these words could usually communicate with the 
patients or their families regarding the status of the 
patients. 
"No tests (laboratory) were done, but we relied on the 
pulse and the above criteria . . . We learned to know some 
of the missionaries better, and got a better idea of the 
refugee situation.'If you can let me know the names of the 
Congressmen from our area I'd like to send some letters 
regarding 'arms to Pakistan.' 
"Incidentally, again I was so happy to be able to help 
some of these people rather than have to serve in another 
capacity of harming such folk. We had prayer with the 
patients as we left for the night on Saturday and again 
when we left Sunday noon." 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
John A. Lapp 
[y of Monumental Proportions 
anything, conditions are worse than 
reports reaching the West," he said. 
For the people of God there is only 
one answer to the question, "Why be 
concerned?" East Pakistanis are part of 
God's creation. They are created in the 
image of God. They are people for 
whom Christ died. We need to be 
concerned about East Pakistanis because 
God is concerned. 
The body of Christ is also in East 
Pakistan. The church there is suffering, 
and in this body, "where one suffers, all 
suffer." The North American church 
must be concerned about East Pakistan 
because there are brethren there who 
are hungry, homeless and dying. We 
North Americans are part of rich 
humanity. Because of our wealth we 
have an obligation to share, to alleviate 
suffering. 
Finally, North Americans cannot 
escape East Pakistan because we are a 
part of the political life of that country. 
Canadians and Pakistanis are a part of 
the British Commonwealth. The United 
States has military bases there and 
supplies military and economic aid to 
Pakistan. These relationships involve 
obligations and power. What the Pakis-
tan government does is dependent in 
part on the power and resources pro-
vided by Canada and the United States 
together with other nations. 
What Can We Do? 
John Wieler asked a leader in the 
church in Dacca, East Pakistan, in July 
what his message was to his North 
American brethren. Unhesitatingly he 
said, "Stop the killing." 
Wieler and Vernon Reimer, MCC 
director in Calcutta, urged North Amer-
ican churches to continue and expand 
their relief and rehabilitation work' in 
India and East Pakistan. But they also 
said, "The only real solution to the 
suffering is a political solution. We 
encourage our constituency to carry this 
concern to persons and places that have 
power to influence policy." 
Where there is such a major catas-
trophe brought on by political events, 
political processes will need to be 
changed to alleviate it. Where the moral 
issue is so starkly revealed, the con-
cerned Christian will want to pray and 
act in a variety of ways to save the lives 
of his fellow men. 
Late in March, the Canadian and 
United States governments ordered an 
end to all arms shipments to Pakistan 
until the civil war ended. Meanwhile 
three ships with arms for Pakistan have 
left American ports. American arms-
guns, bullets, tanks and planes—are be-
ing used by Pakistani government sol-
diers to kill East Pakistanis. 
United States Christians can ask their 
government to stop sending arms. Leg-
islation is before the Congress to cut off 
all military aid until the refugees can go 
home in peace (see the accompanying 
article Legislative Bulletin). Concerned 
Christians may want to write or call 
their Congressmen urging them to sup-
port such legislation. They may want to 
write President Nixon asking his admin-
$100,000 Given by MCC; 
Plan to Send $200,000 More 
The Mennonite Central Commit-
tee is appealing to the people in the 
constituent churches for $200,000 to 
use in emergency relief for the ref-
ugees from East Pakistan. This is in 
addition to the $100,000 previously 
supplied for the purchase of food 
and other supplies for the refugees. 
Relief funds of the Brethren In 
Christ church are administered by 
the Mennonite Central Committee 
with the exception of $3,000 med-
ical relief which is sent to our India 
mission field. Less than $20,000 is 
allocated by the Board for Missions 
to the Mennonite Central Committee 
for direct relief activities throughout 
the world. The Elizabethtown office 
forwarded to the MCC $2,025.14 of 
extra budget funds received for East 
Pakistan relief following the tidal 
wave last winter. Only $526.74 has 
been received up to August 31 for 
the refugee crisis brought on by the 
civil strife. It should be noted that all 
contributions marked "East Pakistan 
relief are extra-budget funds and are 
in addition to the general relief funds 
allocated by the Board. 
istration to use its influence to restore 
peace in East Pakistan. The Canadian 
and United States governments should 
use their enormous political, diplomatic 
and economic power levers to urge the 
Pakistan government to work for na-
tional reconciliation. 
North American Christians can also 
suggest that the United States and Cana-
dian governments ask the United Na-
tions to try to help solve the civil war. 
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Mennonite Missionary Writes 
"Our country is being overrun with refugees. Between 
here (Dhamtari) and Raipur in the refugee camp there has 
been an influx of some 50,000. Tents and makeshift shacks 
and people everywhere! Short, skinny, sad looking people. 
The stench at one point in the road is almost unbearable! 
What will the end be—who can say-but it is bound to be 
nasty! . . . Everyone who travels in a bus or train to Raipur 
has to have a certificate that they have had a cholera shot, 
or else they will have to take one from the government 
syringe—one syringe for all with the same needle, too! I 
keep wondering when the hepatitis will begin breaking 
out! . . . There have been something like 5,000 deaths from 
cholera among the 7 million refugees. And the rain keeps 
pouring down but it isn't so heavy y e t . . . I hope you are 
continuing to pray for us—we are about as needy as 
anybody I know of!" 
-Florence Nafziger, serving in Dhamtari, 
India, under the Mennonite Board for 
Missions (Elkhart). 
MCC Executive Secretary — 
"It is the policy of the government of India, insofar as 
we understand it to date, that the refugees will all be 
returned to their homes in due time, and consequently 
there are no programs of resettlement. That position may 
change later if the government of India finds that it is 
impossible for them to return within a reasonable length of 
time. Everything appears to rest on a political settlement 
that would probably lead to the independence of East 
Pakistan." 
-William T. Snyder 
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Early in 1930 the Matopo Book Room was started by 
Charles Eshelman at the request of H. H. Brubaker, general 
superintendent of the Matopo mission. Designed to serve as 
a purchasing agent and distribution center for textbooks 
and supplies, the store was theoretically non-profit, operat-
ing without a license as it served only Brethren in Christ 
mission schools. The Executive Board once turned down a 
request for the book room to get a license and stock a few 
general items for students. 
In the early days the store's location was changed several 
times. For a time it was in one room in the church building, 
at another time it was in the school, and for a while it 
occupied a house. In 1962 the book room was moved off 
the mission station and into rented quarters in Corner 
House in Bulawayo. In 1970 a new two-story building was 
erected near the national court building, with church 
headquarters occupying a part of the second floor. 
With eleven full-time and seven part-time employees (the 
number increasing in the busy season), Matopo Book 
Centre today serves all churches in Matabeleland. Lutherans 
provide for most of the sales, Catholics are second, and 
third are the Brethren in Christ. Postal orders come from all 
over Rhodesia, Botswana, and Malawi. 
In 1930, the first year of operation, $65.00 worth of 
books were ordered from Johannesburg. By 1948 business 
had increased to $2,800.00. Items included books, slates, 
pencils, exercise books, and Bibles. 
Since the move was made to Bulawayo, sales have 
soared, and both wholesale and retail departments have 
served customers profitably. In 1963, the first full year in 
Bulawayo, business amounted to $104,448.40. By 1967 it 
reached the $281,153.60 mark, and in 1970 the Book 
Centre did $474,133.80 worth of trade. 
Other ministries of the Book Centre are varied. Materials 





profits from sales turned over to NLFA. Sunday School and 
Bible School materials are furnished free. The Book Centre 
is a depot for Scripture Gift Mission, offering free literature 
distribution. A recent book on the market is a new Ndebele 
grammar written by Rev. Jacob Shenk, financed and 
distributed by the Centre. Three employees teach once-a-
week release time Bible classes in primary and secondary 
schools in Bulawayo, as well as teaching Sunday School and 
distributing tracts. 
Matopo Book Centre has a challenge for the future. 
Africans are reading more and more, and what they read is 
largely dependent on what is available. The Book Centre is 
providing profitable reading material—for the mind and for 
the soul. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Pulpit and Pew 
It may be time to reassess our philos-
ophy of church growth, and perhaps 
take a second look at our methods. 
It may be that our concept of 
"growth" is lopsided. Growth is too 
exclusively viewed as visible enlarge-
ment. In this we have unwittingly been 
warped by the quantitativeness of mod-
ern secularism. That bona fide New 
Testament Christianity will result in 
increased numbers is unquestionably 
true. But this external growth is the 
result of internal growth; it is a normal 
consequence of spiritual vitality. It can-
not be produced artificially by high-
pressure methods and promotional 
schemes, in detachment from the spir-
itual conditions which foster it (Acts 
5:31). 
Perhaps we should remind ourselves 
therefore that the primary dimension of 
church growth is spiritual. The hidden 
extension of roots is as much a part of 
growth as the visible extension of 
branches. And sowing is essential to 
reaping. Some are expert sowers and 
others are expert reapers. All pastors 
should do both, but not all are equally 
successful in doing both. 
Then, is it not possible that our best 
denominational growth will be achieved, 
not by the unlimited enlargement of 
churches, but by the multiplication of 
churches? Not that small churches 
which can scarcely support a pastor or 
have a decent building should be smug 
in their smallness, or even be multiplied 
(as such); but the blunt fact is that 
hundreds of relatively small but self-
supporting churches are serving, with 
incalculable blessing, in communities 
where there are built-in limitations to 
their growth potential. If a pastor feels 
that his future opportunities are de-
pendent on doubling the size, he may 
break his heart trying, and still fail. But 
Opposite page, from top to bottom: 
The Matopo Book Room in 1948, on the 
Matopo Mission station. 
The Matopo Book Room in 1962, in Corner 
House, Bulawayo. 
The Matopo Book Centre in 1970, with 
church offices on second floor-front. Val-
uated at $28,000, the lot was purchased for 
$16,800. The building cost $60,760. 
Sales are soaring in the new location, with a 
high of $474,133.80 reached in 1970. Reli-
gious sales accounted for approximately 







Dr. Richard S. Taylor 
if he can rejoice in shepherding the 
people he has and serving the commun-
ity as he finds it, without fear, he will 
be a happier person, and in the end do a 
better work too. 
We should tell our young men that if 
they tackle the small, struggling church 
or home mission post they will not be 
stigmatized if they don't promptly pro-
duce a statistical miracle. Let us at the 
outset help them get their sights 
straight. Otherwise, the temptation to 
conjure up the apparent miracle by 
temporary and superficial methods may 
prove irresistible. 
But let us get back to the premise 
that we should aim at multiplying 
churches rather than putting too much 
premium on bigger and bigger churches. 
This bigness trap can be vicious. When a 
man reaches 300 members, he feels he 
must by all means reach 400. If this 
springs from a compassionate yearning 
for souls, and takes place as genuine 
Spirit-produced growth, well and good. 
But if the pastor feels himself lashed by 
the whip of mere bigness, simply be-
cause he is expected to show ever 
escalating statistics, he will become an 
increasingly feverish and frantic (and 
maybe shabby) operator. 
Furthermore, we should not forget in 
all of this that the most important 
consideration is not the pastor's "suc-
cess," but the welfare of the Kingdom, 
including both the local church and the 
whole denomination. And the highest 
welfare of the denomination— 
spiritually—is not to be found in mam-
moth churches. We should have many 
strong churches, but few big ones, and 
those largely in our educational centers. 
This is true for the simple reason that, 
just as there is a minimum size beneath 
which a church cannot function effi-
ciently, so there is a maximum size for 
optimum spiritual growth and vitality. 
Beyond this size the law of "diminishing 
returns" begins to operate. It would 
seem, therefore, that instead of forever 
striving to outnumber last year, strong 
churches should periodically "swarm" 
and deliberately foster new churches in 
neglected areas. 
But have we not been told that when 
we cease to grow (and statistical growth 
seems always to be meant) we die? If 
this were universally true, churches 
which have, due to local conditions 
beyond their control, reached their 
maximum potential in size, would be 
condemned unavoidably to spiritual 
stagnation. But this is not a necessary 
consequence. There are many ways 
churches can stay alive (and have a 
worldwide influence) apart from launch-
ing a building program. In some denom-
inations, churches have maintained spir-
itual vitality and outreach for genera-
tion after generation, in spite of the fact 
that throughout the whole time they 
were in the same building and had a 
congregation which in size was relatively 
stable. They promoted foreign missions, 
Christian literature, Bible study, inner-
city and hospital work, sponsored reviv-
als, supported home missions and col-
leges, evangelized and nurtured their 
young, and salted their community. But 
some preachers I have known wouldn't 
dare touch a church like this. There 
would be too little likelihood of "doing 
anything"! They would feel that such a 
church was not a good "opportunity"! 
But does this not reflect a false 
concept both of "opportunity" and 
"growth"? No opportunity surpasses 
the privilege of leading and feeding a 
flock (I Peter 5:2). Soul winning is 
included in this, as is also doing the 
things which are necessary to accom-
plish it. But wouldn't it be better if we 
thought more in terms of people than of 
goals? The health of the flock more 
than its size? And more aware of the 
Holy Spirit than of records? Perhaps 
Jesus would say to us, "These ought ye 
to have done, and not to leave the other 
undone." Don't neglect records and 
figures. But avoid a mere "size" mental-
ity. Don't let the statistical chart con-
trol your adrenalin. Aim for the bal-
anced growth of Acts 9:31. 
Reprinted from The Nazarene Preacher 
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NEEDED: 
"Crazy" Sunday School Teachers 
Carolyn Yoder 
Recently I visited the classrooms of 
several elementary schoolteachers who 
are doing everything they can to make 
each day stimulating, interesting, and 
educational, yet fun for their students. 
In one classroom where the current 
history subject is the Civil War, each 
child is either a slave, southern planta-
tion owner, northern industrialist, or a 
newspaper reporter. "The Dixie Dis-
patch" and "Old Glory Gazette" carry 
news of the latest battles and under-
ground railroad activities, each with its 
own bias. The children pretend they are 
boys or girls of 1863 and write letters to 
their soldier fathers. Or they put them-
selves in the shoes of a union or 
confederate soldier and write a letter 
home after the battle of Bull Run. They 
hold slave auctions, write and produce 
skits, draw battle maps and Civil War 
weapons. When I asked the teacher 
about following a textbook, she merely 
shrugged. "I'm the only one who has 
one," she said. "I have my advanced 
readers read and record the chapters on 
tape. The other students listen to them 
at their own speed." 
Another teacher keeps a creative 
writing file. When students have finished 
their regular assignments, they draw 
cards with writing assignments on such 
themes as "What if today were a day all 
people could fly?" Or "What is love? 
Why do we love?" or "How would you 
feel if you were chocolate ice cream?" 
The General Store 
In one room stands the "Greenville 
General Store," stocked with empty 
food cartons and cans the students 
brought from home. During math pe-
riod each child receives a salary. Then 
they go shopping, thus learning to make 
change in a real-to-life setting. 
"When do you find the time to 
prepare all of this?" I questioned one 
The writer is a student at Eastern Mennonite 
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teacher whose pupils often ask, "Is 
school over already?" at the end of the 
day. 
"I burn the midnight oil and get up 
early in the morning," she replied. 
"Then it takes a lot more planning 
than just teaching everything in the 
traditional way?" 
For a moment she looked tired. 
"Yes, a lot longer." 
"Then why do you do it?" 
She smiled. "For one of two reasons. 
Either I'm crazy or else I really believe 
in what I'm doing. I'll let you decide 
which it is." 
While observing these classes in 
action, I wondered why Sunday school 
teachers don't use some of the same 
ideas in their classes. I concluded that 
many of them may be unaware of 
newer, more creative methods. But the 
young teacher's answer made me recon-
sider. Could it be that many Sunday 
school teachers (although they would 
never admit it, even to themselves) 
don't consider their jobs important? 
Especially in children's classes, do teach-
ers often write off their pupils as "just 
second raters"? 
"Of course we don't," many Sunday 
school teachers would probably object. 
"The reason we don't use these methods 
is because Sunday school is not an 
entertainment or show time." I agree. 
But the teachers I saw in action weren't 
trying to put on a show. However, they 
were making learning fun, exciting, and 
relevant, something Sunday school 
teachers often fail to do. 
If some children are in an enriched 
environment all week where teachers 
use creative approaches and innovative 
methods, is it any wonder they turn off 
a Sunday school teacher who reads a 
Bible story they've heard a dozen times 
before, word for word from the teach-
er's manual? 
One doesn't need a college education 
to be a creative Sunday school teacher. 
What he does need is willingness to learn 
and experiment. Above all, he needs 
dedication—dedication that makes him 
say, "Either I'm crazy, or I really 
believe in what I'm doing." 
What are some of the creative 
approaches teachers can utilize? Much 
can be learned from the methods 
described above. While studying a series 
of Old Testament lessons on the Israel-
ites'journey from Egypt to Canaan, half 
of the pupils could be Israelites, the 
other could be Midianites, Hittites, Jeb-
usites, Canaanites, and so on. The chil-
dren would be responsible to read the 
lesson at home. During the class period, 
the "enemy" could record their feelings 
when they hear rumors of the approach-
ing army whose God is more powerful 
than any other. The "Israelites" could 
write or tell their account of how God 
helped them. 
When studying the parables, older 
pupils may enjoy choosing to be either 
Pharisees or Sadducees for the series of 
lessons. After studying biblical accounts 
of their actions and researching their 
customs and beliefs, the students could 
share the information with the class and 
explain why they reacted as they did to 
Jesus' teachings. 
Acting is something most children 
enjoy. Pupils could come to class pre-
pared to play the parts of lesson char-
acters. Teachers could encourage the 
children to make up their own dialogue 
rather than simply reading from the 
book. Or puppets could be used, again 
with the child composing the dialogue. 
Creative writing is another possibility 
for Sunday school teachers to try. Chil-
dren could express their ideas on "What 
is God like?" or "You are Jonah, and 
you are inside the whale. What are you 
thinking?" or "Pretend you are the little 
girl Jesus brought back to life. Write a 
letter to a friend describing what hap-
pened and how you feel about it." 
Sunday school need not be routine. 
The Bible can come alive and be made 
relevant and practical, even to children. 
And teachers who really believe in what 
they are doing will be willing to put 
forth the extra time and effort creative 
teaching requires. 




It was a sad and sober group of 
students at Niagara Christian College in 
Ontario, Canada, who left their dorm-
itories one night last spring and watched 
their gymnasium burn, the obvious 
work of an arsonist. They could not 
know then, that exactly one month 
later, a surprisingly loyal community 
would turn the tragedy and shame of 
that night to hope and honour. 
In the days following the fire it was 
agreed that a walkathon would be an 
excellent way to provide opportunity 
for supporters of N. C. C. to respond to 
this tragedy. Students and staff, in the 
initial planning, hoped for 200 walkers, 
walking for an average of $10.00 a mile. 
On that beautiful May day, 425 people 
started out on the 25 mile hike, walking 
for a total of $40,000. 
For previous walkathons, sponsors 
pledged 10c-25c a mile with the occa-
sional $1.00 a mile. Walkers were totally 
unprepared for the pledges that came so 
spontaneously at $1.00, $2.00 and up. 
Reactions were, at first, unbelieving. 
One walker received $2.00 a mile from 
the first person approached, and the 
reaction was a frank, "You can't believe 
I'm going to walk very far." 
A call came to N. C. C. offering to 
sponsor someone, anyone, who was 
walking for $10.00 a mile. The staff 
member at this end of the line quickly 
confirmed his decision to walk, but 
asked, "Do you know how far we are 
walking?" He did. His math was then 
questioned, "Do you know how much 
that amounts to?" He did. 
The most incredible pledge was to 
Anna Chao, a grade 12 student, who 
while she was soliciting with a number 
of students along the Niagara Parkway 
as they did many evenings, received the 
promise of $40.00 a mile. That was too 
much to believe without some discreet 
inquiries being made which proved sat-
isfactory. Ten post-dated, certified 
cheques are now in the safe at school. 
All ages walked; staff, students, trus-
tees, parents, little brothers and sisters, 
friends and grandparents. Mr. Verne 
Pye, almost eighty, walked 20 of the 25 
miles for $30.00 a mile. A motfier, and 
a member of the Niagara Choral Soci-
ety, carried her infant daughter, who 
had her own sponsorship, 15 miles. In 
addition to those who walked and those 
who paid, were the volunteers who 
manned the six check points, dispensing 
cheer along with food and cold drinks. 
The St. John's Amublance Corps freely 
gave of their time, bandages, and sooth-
ing lotions. 
The phenomenal thing about it all 
was the spontaneous response from the 
community at large. It was a gratifying 
vote of confidence. As one Fort Erie 
resident explained it, "N.C.C. represents 
something remaining of stability in the 
community." This is not to say that the 
church did not support the walkathon 
wholeheartedly. It did. 
To be a part of the walkathon was an 
experience few of us would have missed. 
It was high drama from beginning to 
end. Banners waved at departure, steps 
were light and purpose high. A rare few, 
young of limb, jogged into home base 
while the sun was still high, and N.C.C.'s 
58-year old caretaker after completing 
the 25 miles walked the last four miles 
again for a footsore teacher at the end 
of the day. Not so, all. For some, 
making the last few miles was a real 
endurance test, and for a few, it bor-
dered on near hysteria. Purpose re-
mained high and for most of the 425 it 
was a "fait accompli." 
It can be likened to Helen Hanff's 
story in the August Reader's Digest, 
"Letter From Cloud Nine." She asks, 
"Who says people don't communicate 
anymore?" We, like her, have discovered 
that "people are alive and well and 
living at the other end of a postage 
stamp." Or we might put it, all around 
us in the community. 
Now, Hear This: 
'Wandering Wheeis' Return From 
Successful Europe Trip 
The first European tour for the 
Wandering Wheels of Taylor University 
has taken the group over a 2,500—mile 
bicycle trip through 10 countries in six 
weeks. 
The youthful pedalers, led by Bob 
Davenport, have also completed seven 
successful bike trips across the Amer-
ican continent. 
A total of 4,000 young people have 
participated in the cycling adventures in 
the wake of their organizer, Coach 
Davenport. 
Two-time All-American fullback for 
the UCLA national champions, Daven-
port became a "turned on" Christian 
through Campus Crusade in its early 
days. He founded the Wandering Wheels 
as an innovative way to reach and build 
young people for Christ. 
God is Number One For 
Baseball's Mincher 
To a startled manager, Don Mincher 
of the Senators Ball Club said there are 
"other things I love more than base-
ball." 
Ted Williams looked on incredulous-
ly until Mincher explained: "Number 
one is God, number two is family, and 
number three is baseball." 
"Great, wonderful," said Williams. 
"But my mind doesn't go that way. Not 
even close." 
He told the Washington Post: "My 
big things were baseball and money. I 
can't help it. I didn't have any money 
when I was a kid." 
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Human Tragedy of Monumental Proportions 
from page nine 
This may mean an international peace-
keeping force to restore stability so 
national reconciliation might conceiv-
ably take place. The conflicts between 
East and West, Punjabi and Bengali, 
Hindu and Moslem have roots deep in 
history. Such a peacekeeping force may 
be necessary because civil wars can 
easily become international conflicts. 
There are rumors that India might in-
vade East Pakistan; that the United 
States might send in advisors to the 
Pakistan army. The violence of killing 
and terror has made the refugees. More 
violence would only create more death 
and more refugees. 
The third message we should convey 
to our governments is that they should 
use their enormous technological and 
economic resources to aid Pakistan, 
especially East Pakistan, and India to 
alleviate the sufferings and end unnec-
essary death there. A nation that can 
send three men to the moon at the cost 
of millions of dollars can certainly 
mobilize to the other side of the globe a 
lift of food, medicine and shelter to-
gether with machinery for distribution. 
Both Canada and the United States have 
already sent in some aid, but each can 
do more. Such assistance should be 
carried out under the supervision of the 
United Nations Relief Team already 
operating in East Pakistan. 
The fourth thing North American 
Christians can and must do is to pub-
licize the plight of the refugees and the 
turmoil in East Pakistan. Few North 
American newspapers or broadcasts are 
devoting much space or time to this 
issue. Write to your editor and ask him 
why he is so quiet. Stir your neighbors 
to action. 
F ina l ly , the North American 
churches must act. It is a time for 
prayer for guidance and wisdom, for 
compassion and action, for those who 
suffer and those who work to alleviate 
suffering and for governments to work 
for the good of people. The churches 
also need to organize massive programs 
of assistance to the hungry, homeless 
and sick. The churches in India and East 
Pakistan are acting. But they are poor. 
They should not be expected to use 
their meager resources alone, when we 
here have more than enough. 
Since March, MCC has spent 
$100,000 to help refugees in India. 
MCC is launching a larger program for 
refugees both in and out of East Pakis-
tan. This program will need strong 
support if it is going to fulfill even a 
limited role amid such massive need. 
Aid from the church in North America 
will be an expression of solidarity with 
the Christians in East Pakistan and 
India. 
We should be under no illusions that 
North American Christians can bring 
peace to East Pakistan or even do very 
much to alleviate the suffering in that 
desperate countryside. But success is 
not our criteria for action. We are to be 
peacemakers in the context of seeming-
ly perpetual warfare. We are to be 
ministers of reconciliation in the midst 
of seemingly endless conflict. We are to 
feed, heal and clothe. We are to be 
missioners of hope where the situation 
appears hopeless. "Truly, J say to you, 
as you did it to one of the least of these 
my brethren, you did it to Me." 
Atlantic Conference (from page six) 
The fiftieth wedding anniversary of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ethan A. Kreider was 
celebrated August 28, 1971 at an open 
house in the Fellowship Hall of the 
Palmyra Church. Mr. Kreider and the 
former Esther M. Books were married 
August 30, 1921, at the home of the 
bride's parents. The ceremony was per-
formed by the groom's father, Rev. 
Henry K. Kreider, assisted by the bride's 
father, Rev. J. D. Books. There are six 
children: Marlin, H. Ellis, Ruth, Harold, 
Ray and Marian; also ten grandchildren. 
All were present for the celebration. 
Brother Kreider served the Palmyra con-
gregation as a deacon for 22 years. 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
Rev. Duane Hulette, Allenton, Mich-
igan, is serving the congregation at 
Leonard, Michigan. 
Rev. and Mrs. David Soliday are 
presently serving the Union Grove con-
gregation, New Paris, Indiana. The Soli-
days served the Pleasant Hill Church in 
Brown County, Kansas, during their last 
year at Omaha Bible Institute. 
Rev. and Mrs. Melvin Boose were 
installed at Christian Union Church, 
Garrett, Indiana, August 1. 
Rev. and Mrs. Bert Winger were 
installed as pastor at Merrill, Michigan 
August 29. 
MIDWEST CONFERENCE 
The Oak Park Church, Des Moines, 
welcomed Pastor Robert Bushnell and 
family for another term of service. Their 
daughter Ellen was given a going away 
party as she left to enter Messiah Col-
lege, Grantham, Pa. 
PACIFIC CONFERENCE 
Pastor Elbert Smith and Dr. Gan 
Sakakibara were in dialogue about 
God's working through Project Bridge 
Building Sunday morning, August 22 at 
the Upland Church. Dr. Sakakibara is 
from Tokyo University and headed a 
group of Japanese young people visiting 
this country. 
Navajo Mission has negotiated for the 
purchase of over 200 acres to the west 
of the miss ion . . . Dr. Charles and 
Sylvia Walters have moved to the mis-
sion with Sandy Neyer and Kathie 
Thuma back on the nursing staff. The 
hospital program is in operation again. 
BIRTHS 
Dove: Trena Necole, born August 11 
to Mr. and Mrs. William Dove, Hum-
melstown congregation. 
Keller: Roby Lee, born August 27 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Keller, Palmyra 
congregation. 
Mumma: Kevin Lemar, born August 
2 to Clair and Jean Mumma, Mt. 
Pleasant congregation. 
Risser: Beth Michelle, born August 9 
to Mr. and Mrs. James W. Risser, Man-
heim congregation. 
Shoop: Stanley David, born August 
10 to Mr. and Mrs. David Shoop, 
Chambersburg congregation. 
WEDDINGS 
Alleman-Bert: Marie, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel Bert, Oakville, Pa., and 
Jonathan, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dean 
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Alleman, Newville, Pa., July 24 in the 
Green Spring Church with Rev. John L. 
Rosenberry officiating. 
Aston-Handy: Carol Handy, daughter 
of Mrs. Charles Somers, and William 
Aston, both of Baltimore, Md., in the 
Marlyn Avenue Church, August 7, with 
Pastor Hubert Stern officiating. 
Bert-Engle: Loine, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. William H. Engle, Shippens-
berg, Pa., and John Jr., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John S. Bert, Sr., Newburg, Pa., 
August 28 in the Grantham Church with 
Rev. William H. Engle, father of the 
bride officiating, assisted by Rev. 
DeWitt Engle, brother of the bride. 
Engle-Carden: Jan Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. E. Harold Carden, 
and Stanley K. Engle, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald D. Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa., 
August 6 in the Orlando Baptist Church 
with Rev. Cole officiating. 
Hellinga-Tucker: C h a r 1 i n e Ann, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Tuck-
er, Wainfleet, and Jack Simon Hellinga, 
Wellandport, in the Maranatha Re-
formed Church August 21 with Rev. 
Edward Gilmore officiating. 
Johnson-Myers: Eunice, daughter of 
Mrs. Martha A. Myers and the late Rev. 
Charles A. Myers, Greencastle, Pa., and 
Park, son of Mr. and Mrs. Park Johnson, 
II, Kingston, Pa., August 1 in the 
Calvary United Methodist Church with 
Rev. Elwood C. Zimmerman officiating. 
Kreider-Bartkovich: Colleen, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bartkovich, 
Towson, Md., and Ray L., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ethan A. Kreider of Campbell-
town, Pa., July 31 in the Towson 
United Methodist Church with Rev. 
James M. Singer officiating. 
Lebo-Mann: Gloria, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ethan Mann, Grantham, Pa., 
and Gary Lebo, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Lebo, Mechanicsburg, Pa., August 
21, in the Messiah College Chapel with 
Rev. Simon Lehman officiating, assisted 
by Rev. Ralph Palmer, former pastor of 
the bride. 
Lehman-Burkholder: Elaine Dianne, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Burk-
holder, Chambersburg, Pa., and Ray-
mond, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jonas 
Lehman, Perkiomen County, May 29 in 
the Chambersburg Church with Bishop 
Charlie Byers officiating, assisted by 
Rev. Jacob Bowers. 
Miller-Martin: Doris Gerrene, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Martin, 
Clayton, Ohio, and Dale Lewis, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Miller, Gap, Pa., 
August 14 in the Englewood United 
Methodist Church with Rev. Ralph 
Palmer officiating, assisted by Rev. 
Frank Nickel, Paradise, Pa., pastor of 
the groom. 
Neuenschwander-Wengerd: Debi, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Wengerd, Sippo congregation, Ohio, and 
Art Neuenschwander, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Menno Neuenschwander, Dalton, 
Ohio, August 28 in the Kidron Menno-
nite Church with Rev. Bill Detweiler 
officiating. 
Parrish-MacGregor: Nancy Mac-
Gregor, Baltimore, Md., and Richard L. 
Parrish, Brooker, Fla., in the Marlyn 
Avenue Church, June 26 with Pastor 
Hubert Stern officiating. 
Reichard-Tschudy: Kay, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Tschudy, Hummels-
town, Pa., and Warren Reichard, foster 
son of Mr. and Mrs. James Seiple, 
Hershey, Pa., August 14 at Moyer's 
United Methodist Church, Bachmans-
ville, Pa. 
Ruble-Farris: Debbie Farris and 
David Ruble married in the Dayton 
Church, Ohio, August 21 with Rev. 
Marvin Keller officiating. 
Sherman-Post: Marilyn Lucille, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Post, 
Charlotte, Michigan and Rev. Warren J. 
Sherman, son of Mr. and the late Mrs. 
William F. Sherman, Wildwood, N. J., 
August 7 in the Ferndale Free Meth-
odist Church with Rev. Ralph Cleve-
land, pastor of the bride officiating. 
Sider-Kanode: Beth Frances* daugh-
ter of Rev. and Mrs. Isaac S. Kanode, 
Manheim, Pa., and Ronald R. Sider, 
Dillsburg, Pa., son of Rev. and Mrs. 
Christian H. Sider, Wellandport, Ontar-
io, July 31 in the Stevens Memorial 
United Methodist Church with Rev. 
Isaac S. Kanode officiating, assisted by 
Rev. Paul C. Schaffer and Rev. C. H. 
Sider. 
Taylor-Cordell: Donna, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Cordell, Waynes-
boro, Pa., and Clifford, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. D. Taylor, Hagerstown, Md., 
August 22 in the Hollowell Church with 
Rev. Paul McBeth officiating, assisted 
by Rev. Ralph Wenger. 
Wolgemuth-Myers: Diane A. Myers, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lee E. Miller, 
York Haven, Pa., and J. Dallas Wolge-
muth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lester H. 
Wolgemuth, Mt. Joy, Pa., August 14 in 
the Grantham Church with Rev. Ronald 
Burgard officiating, assisted by Rev. 
Roy J. Peterman. 
OBITUARIES 
Carper: Albert J., was born May 14, 
1874, and passed away at Harrisburg, 
August 21 , 1971. He was ' born at 
Roaring Spring, Pa., the son of Philip 
and Barbara Kauffman Carper. On Feb-
ruary 8, 1900, he was married to Clara 
Kensinger who preceded him in death in 
1963. He was a member of the Martins-
burg Church for 66 years. Surviving are 
two daughters: Mrs. Elsie Feather and 
Mrs. Maybelle Kanode; six grand-
children; five great-grandchildren; and a 
sister. Two sons preceded him in death. 
Funeral services were held in the Mar-
tinsburg Church with Rev. Robert L. 
Keller in charge assisted by Rev. W. Dale 
Allison. Interment in the Fairview Cem-
etery, Martinsburg, Pa., under the direc-
tion of the S. Gerald Weaver Funeral 
Home, Woodbury, Pa. 
Charles: Ella May, daughter of the 
late Anthony J. and Mary Engle Heise 
was born May 7, 1891, near Hamlin, 
Kansas, and passed away August 19, 
1971. She was the granddaughter of 
Bishop Jesse N. Engle, leader of the first 
missionary group to Africa from the 
Brethren in Christ Church. On Nov. 18, 
1914, she was married to Jacob L. 
Charles. Shortly thereafter he became 
the minister of the Pleasant Hill Church 
and together they served it for 35 years. 
Surviving are her husband; four sons: 
Kenneth, Landon, Paul, and Stanley; 
two daughters: Dorothy and Ardys; two 
brothers; two sisters; and 21 grand-
children. A daughter Marjorie prede-
ceased her. Funeral services were held at 
the Pleasant Hill Church with Dr. 
Arthur Climenhaga officiating, assisted 
by Rev. David Ewart. Interment was in 
the adjoining cemetery. 
Day: Mrs. Anna E., Fairborn, Ohio, 
was born August 16, 1899, and passed 
away August 18, 1971. Her husband 
predeceased her in 1969 and one daugh-
ter at five years of age. A daughter, 
Georgianna; two grandchildren; two sis-
ters; and two brothers survive. Burial 
was from the Morris Sons Fairborn 
Funeral Home with Rev. Elam Dohner 
officiating. Interment was in the Mt. 
Zion Shoup Cemetery. 
Fishburn: Harry J., aged 74, Mt. Joy, 
Pa., was born in Dauphin County, a son 
of the late Adam and Lizzie Fishburn, 
and passed away August 8, 1971. He 
was a member of the Mt. Pleasant 
Church where he served as a deacon for 
nearly 30 years. He is survived by his 
wife Anna Stauffer; three foster chil-
dren: Mrs. Anna Forrey, Mrs. Carol 
Gantz and Alick Mitzkavich; also a 
brother. Funeral services were held in 
the Cross Roads Church with Pastor 
Harry Bert officiating. Burial was in Mt. 
Pleasant Cemetery. 
Gaddis: Bonnie Carter Gaddis of 
Tipp City, Ohio, was born May 8, 1897, 
at Greenville, Tennessee, and departed 
this life August 21 , 1971, in Dayton, 
Ohio. Her husband preceded her in 
December, 1970. Four children remain: 
James, Tony, Mrs. Nila Koustenis, and 
Rudie; six grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. The funeral service was 
conducted from Frings and Bailiff Fu-
neral Home, Tipp City with Pastor Elam 
Dohner officiating. Burial was in Maple 
Hill Cemetery. 
Sentz: Mary E., was born October 
26, 1898, passed away August 6, 1971. 
She was born in Windsor, Pa., the 
daughter of the late Jacob and Ellen 
Sechrist Sentz. She served as a Home 
Mission worker over a period of sixteen 
years, serving in Buffalo; Philadelphia; 
Welland, Ontario; as well as Detroit. She 
was known and loved by many through-
out the entire brotherhood. She is sur-
vived by six brothers and three sisters. 
Funeral services were conducted from 
the Cross Roads Church with the pastor, 
Roy J. Peterman officiating, assisted by 
Rev. B. E. Thuma. Interment was in the 
Cross Roads Cemetery. 
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Caesar and God 
f rom page three 
The responsibility of citizenry goes beyond the local 
school. All units of government affect our lives, spend our 
tax dollars, care for the needy and the ill, and protect 
society from the criminal and the individual from society. 
The immensity and complexity of the social problems of 
our society have—whether we like it or not—brought the 
state more and more into the area of social and related 
service. Needs that were in the past met by the family, the 
church, or the neighbors are now dealt with at some level of 
government. If we, who" are Christians, refuse to become 
involved in these through public service we will be 
ministering to an increasingly restricted area of life. 
Taxes 
Jesus' statement concerning Caesar getting his dues has 
been largely understood in terms of taxes. Taxes, we 
assumed, were to be paid without question and having paid 
such taxes one had fulfilled his obligation to the state. 
Taxes have no doubt always been sizeable but they have 
grown and grown until in the United States and Canada 
they take approximately 30% of the Gross National 
Product. This means that we work nearly four out of the 
twelve months to pay the taxes to our various sectors of 
government. 
There are Christians who are deeply disturbed by the 
high percentage of these taxes which is going for military 
purposes. In 1970 the per family tax burden for National 
defense in the United States was $1250.00. They question 
if we have a right to assume that Caesar is due all of this for 
this purpose. They question if our accountability to God 
does not call for second thoughts on what we owe Caesar. 
Even if one does not go so far as to withhold the 
payment of his taxes does it follow that he has no 
responsibility for the way his money is used? Are we willing 
to see our money—the money we earned—used to pile 
weapon upon weapon and the development off more 
sophisticated methods of destruction just so we in the 
United States can be No. 1. 
Is it no concern of a Christian that his money has been 
used to level Vietnamese villages, orphan children, and 
defoliate forests? Is it no concern that some of these dollars 
purchased guns that, drove the East Pakistanis out of their 
homes resulting in a refugee and health problem that 
staggers the imagination? 
Involvement and Evangelical Concern 
The degree of involvement to which a Christian may feel 
called in relation to the state will vary. For some it may be 
a letter of concern or protest. For some it will be 
involvement at the local level. Others will be prepared to 
serve in appointive roles. Others will feel led to seek elective 
office. 
It must ever be kept in mind that the public servant and 
the private citizen are each under the same Lord. This calls 
for reserving for God those things that are His. The 
temptation to compromise must be resisted. The tempta-
tion to do evil in order that good may come from it may be 
a very real one. 
As a Christian one should be committed to meeting 
needs at a deeper level than where these needs are met by 
state or community. Are we to assume that the public 
servant—appointed or elected—is more limited in meeting 
these needs than a private citizen. Is a school teacher more 
restricted in his ability to confront men with the claims of 
Christ than the carpenter. Is the judge more limited in his 
witnessing than the lawyer? 
Is it not time for us to take another look at the role of a 
Christian as a citizen? If we do we will need to recognize 
that all the demands of discipleship which are placed upon 
the follower of Christ apply to the public servant. When the 
choice is between obedience to God or to the state the 
decision is clear. Just as in the private sector of our society 
there are areas of work not consistent with Christian 
principles so it may very well be in public life. 
Are we prepared to see government service as honorable 
a calling as a banker or a plumber or a farmer? We do not 
assume that money or convenience or food is all of life and 
that those who supply these services thereby deny the need 
for men and women to be born anew. Should we then 
assume that he who sees the role of government as a 
necessary and significant vocation will by so doing deny the 
need for a man to be made a new creation by the spirit of 
God? 
In other words, is a vocation of public service or a 
concern for public policy incompatible with evangelical 
concern or the Lordship of Christ? 
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